Acle and Bure to Yare Benefice Choir 2025 to 2026.
The choir has once more been active, taking part in services in both the Benefice and further afield.
On Good Friday 2025 (April 18th) the Choir sang at a Service based on Handel’s Messiah.  This alternated appropriate Choruses and Arias with Readings from the Old and New Testaments on which other choruses, recitatives and arias were based.  The following May, the Choir had the honour of leading the Choral Evensong at Norwich Cathedral on Ascension Day, with full procession through the great West Door.  The Introit was Byrd’s ‘Nos vos relinquam orphanos’, the Anthem Mawby’s ‘Ave Verum Corpus’ and the Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei (Mozart).  A pity it clashed with the Deanery Service at Postwick, so we lost some of our number to that.
Many of the choir also sang at the Evensong on 6th July at Great Yarmouth Minster and at the funeral of a former choir member, Lesley Bonshore, at South Walsham on 8th December.
2025 ended with the Benefice Carol Service at All Saints’, Beighton.
In 2026 we have already sung Evensong at Ely Cathedral on 21st February – a date which had been booked for about 2 years!  It was wonderful to sing in such an ancient and beautiful setting, but we did notice how much more comfortable Norwich’s Choir School is to Ely’s.  We have just about recovered from singing Psalm 106, which retells virtually all of the Book of Exodus.  Congratulations to the soloists in the Boyce Anthem.  As it was streamed on a live link, we could also see and hear it again on Youtube.
Our most recent event has been the very moving Service of Tenebrae at Reedham.  During this, a series of 6 candles were extinguished, the 7th being hidden in an ‘Easter Sepulchre’ in the Berney Chapel; and part of Palestrina and Victoria’s ‘Reproaches’ sung, with Motets by Farrant, Byrd and John of Portugal.
We next sing at Ranworth on 14th May at the Deanery Ascension Day Service, and you are all warmly invited.
Many thanks to Kate Ashcroft for bringing her electric organ to our rehearsals, to Nicholas, for taxi and porterage services, to Charlotte Lonsdale for acting as Treasurer and to Michael Nicholas for his planning, music sourcing, directing, conducting and encouragement. And to the other singers….

Kati Cowen

Acle and Bure to Yare Benefice Choir 2025 to 2026.   The choir has once  more been active , taking part in  services in both the Benefice and further afield.   On Good Friday 2025  (April 18 th )  the Choir sang at a Service   based on Handel ’ s Messiah.  This alternated  appropriate Choruses and Ar ias with Readings from the Old and New  Testaments on w hich   other choruses ,  recit atives   and arias were based.    The  following May, the Choir had the honour of leading the Choral  Evensong at Norwich Cathedral on Ascension Day, with full procession   through the great West Door.  The  Introit was Byrd ’ s  ‘ Nos vos reli n quam orphan o s ’ , the Anthem Mawby ’ s  ‘ Ave  Verum   Corpus ’   and the Gloria,  Sanctus,  Benedictus and Agnus Dei  ( Mozart ).     A pity   it clashed with the Deanery Service at Postwick, so we  lost some of our number to that.   Many of the choir also  sang at the Eve nson g on 6 th   July at Great Yarmouth Mins ter and at the funeral of a  former choir member, Lesley Bonshore, at South Wals ham on 8 th   December.   2025 ended with the Benefice Car ol S ervice at  All Saints ’ , Beighton.   In 2026 we have already  sung  Evensong  at Ely Cathedral on  21 st   F ebruary  –   a  date which had been booked  for about 2 years!   It was  wonderful   to sing in such an ancient and be autiful setting, but we did notice  how  much more com fortable Norwich ’ s Choir School is to  Ely ’ s.  We have just about recovered from singing  Psalm 106, wh ich retells v irtually all of th e Book of Exodus.  Congratu lations to the soloists in the Boyce  Anthem.  As it was streamed on a live lin k, we c ould also se e and hear it a gain on Youtu be.   Our most recent event has been the very moving  Service of  Tenebrae at Reedham.  During this , a serie s of  6  candles were extinguished, th e  7th   being hidden in a n  ‘ Easter Sepulchre ’   in the Berney  Chapel ;   and part of  Palest rina and Vi ctoria ’ s  ‘ Reproaches ’   sung , with Mote ts by Farrant, Byrd and John of Portugal.   We next sing at R an worth on 14 th   May at the Deanery Ascension Day Service , and you are all w armly  invited.   Many thanks to Kate Ashcroft for bringing her  electric organ to our rehearsals, to Nicholas, f or taxi and  porterage services ,  to C h arlotte Lonsdale for acting as Treasu rer  and to Michael Nichol as for his planning,  music sourc ing, directi ng,   con ducting and encouragement.   And to the other singers … .     Kati Cowen  

