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From the Rectory                                                          3. 

Thank you to all those who made it possible for me to take a sabbatical during 

May, June & July: I very much enjoyed it. One of my intentions was to bring 

together two important aspects of my life: my faith and my love of nature – 

which, as a Christian, I see as God’s creation. That doesn’t mean that I don’t 
believe in evolution: there is plenty of evidence of that in the wildlife I study. I 

don’t think God designed all the wonderful creatures I see, in the sense of 

mapping them out on a drawing board. As Richard Dawkins observed (I’ve done 

a little reading as well) you only have to look at a flatfish to see that. Rather, God 
expressed his design, his intention, in creating a world in which life can evolve. 

Genesis 1 compresses down to six days an amazing, ongoing process. In the 

beginning, it 

states, the earth was without form and void. In contrast, God’s intention was and 

is to create a world filled with an abundant (no longer void) diversity (no longer 
without form) of life. 
 

During my sabbatical I focussed particularly on insects in churchyards. If you look 
at the small things, a churchyard (or garden) is large enough to present us with a 

microcosm of creation. The best churchyards are managed with wildlife in mind; 

but even in unpromising settings there are usually things to find around the 

edges, or in niches – like graves with kerbs, where the mower doesn’t reach. 
David Attenborough has become a national hero for his television programmes 

featuring the amazing wildlife of our 

planet; but there is something similar going on, in miniature, all around us. 

Robberflies were the big cats of my churchyard safaris. Aphids were the 

abundant food source attracting a diversity of predators. Mimics tried to avoid 
being eaten by pretending to be 

something dangerous; tortoise beetle larvae concealed themselves under their 

own droppings. A Wool Carder Bee was defending his territory in urban Kings 

Lynn; not far away, leafcutter bees were nesting in a pot of faded artificial 
flowers. I saw Malachite Beetles kissing (I thought they were fighting, like stags) 

and zombie ladybirds (a mystery solved by watching an episode of Springwatch). I 

saw species I’d not seen before. I even found what is potentially a species of fly 

not previously recorded in Britain: not in some 

Broadland fen or other specialist habitat, but in Blofield churchyard, just down 
the road!  
 

It shows just how much there is that we overlook in our own backyard. And 

how much that we need to hold on to. Churchyards are special because, unlike 

most of our crowded island, they’ve escaped being concreted over, or 
intensively farmed. But they are, of course, subject to external pressures. By July, 

insects (other than grasshoppers) were hard to find in the dried-up swards: 

climate breakdown is now biting. We need to do so much more to slow its 

progress. During my sabbatical I agreed to become an Eco-chaplain within the 



Diocese, when I come to the end of my term as Rural Dean. I’d like to         4. 

encourage churches to do what they can and to encourage others in their 

communities. We have an excellent example locally at Hemblington; and 
Reedham in this benefice. 

 

God’s design is to create a world filled with an abundant diversity of life. At the 

moment humanity is guilty of heading in the opposite direction. 

 
In the love of God, 

 

Martin Greenland 

 

Parish Registers                                                                             
Funerals 

We commit to God’s keeping:- 

Robert Waters, aged 86, on 23rd July at All Saints’, Freethorpe 
 

Rodney Derrick Turner, aged 78, on 13th August at Gorleston Crematorium, 

followed by Memorial Service and Burial of Ashes on 17th August at All Saints’, 

Beighton. 
 

Parish Notes 
The Church of England has a new Festival in its calendar: that of Creation in Christ. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Demetrios I introduced the idea of marking Creationtide between 

1st September and 4th October (St. Francis) and other denominations, including the 

Church of England, responded positively. Since 2000 we have had creation readings set 

for the 2nd Sunday before Lent; now Creationtide has been given an official festival on the 

first Sunday of September. However, this year we will be marking it a week early, at the 

Freethorpe Area Churches Together Joint Holy Communion on 30th August at All 

Saints, Freethorpe (10.30am). This is also a Benefice Service, thus maximising the number 

of people who are free to attend. The Rector will be referring to his sabbatical and will 

have some of his churchyard insect photos on display. (It is recognised that some people 

will be reading this after that date; but the sermon will be on our website). 

We have swapped a couple of services at Beighton: 13th September will be Harvest Holy 

Communion, 11th October Morning Worship. 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving will be marked at Beighton on 13th, Reedham on 20th September, 

Freethorpe on 27th September, Wickhampton on 4th October and Acle on 18th 

October. (There may be celebrations at other churches, yet to be scheduled). 

 

Anne Handley 
We are sad to learn that Anne Handley, wife of the Rector of the Reedham group of 

Parishes from to, has recently died, aged 86.  The Thanksgiving Service for Anne will be 

on Tuesday 1st September 2:00pm at St Peter and St Paul Church, Swaffham.  She will be 

remembered as an excellent ‘Rector’s wife”, supportive of all his work and active in 

many organisations in the village, as well as being a thoroughly good person. 
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Brain Teaser                                                                                          7. 
How many words can you make from the 7 letters of the word ‘HARVEST’?  As each 

letter appears only once, it may be used only once in any word.  Foreign words, proper 

nouns and adding ‘s’ to plurals are not allowed.  A list of words will be in October’s 

Outlook. 

Lyndsay Fisher 

Nomads Theatre Company 

Rehearsals for Reedham’s pantomime start in September! We are performing Cinderella 

and our first meetings are read throughs and are on Friday 4th and Friday 18th 

September at 7:30pm at Reedham Village Hall. Each session will last approximately an 

hour. Rehearsals will then be every Friday until our performances at Reedham Village 

Hall on 23rd and 24th January. 

Anyone is welcome to join over the age of 6 years. Annual membership is just £15. 

 

Our monthly quizzes will also resume in September. We run quizzes at The Ship in 

Reedham at 7:30pm. These are on the second Sunday of each month, with the next dates 

being 13th September and 11th October. It is £2 per person with teams of up to 6 

people. 

Keri-Ann Watson 

Ladies Christian Link 
Our September meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th .We will be joined  by Rev 

Marin Greenland to talk about his recent sabbatical . This meeting is the last of 2026 and 

will be held at Freethorpe Methodist church starting at 7.30pm. All ladies are welcome.  
Lynda Boyle 

 

Over Fifties Club and Lottery 
What is happening to us? It is like being boiled alive I really cannot wait for the Autumn. 

The club has continued to flourish and we gained another new member this month. We 

had a splendid buffet for the members with JULY birthdays, once again thanks to Wendy 

and Sally in the kitchen. If you would like to join us, just come along on a Tuesday 

afternoon to Reedham Village Hall at approx:  1.30pm. It is £3.00 for weekly subs and 

this covers refreshments and a free raffle, membership is £7.00. 

 

LOTTERY NEWS 

Our lottery was won by Sandra Ellison; the jackpot was £270.00 and Sandra very kindly 

donated the £70. to the club for which we are very grateful. If you would like to join just 

give me a ring it is £1.00 per week, it is open to non members as well as it helps to 

support our club. 

We are looking forward to our meal at Acle Bridge next month, the meal will be in 

memory of Alan Curtis who was a member of our club and he donated his funeral 

donations to us, so I am putting the money towards a meal for our members. 

Take care and keep hydrated in this heat. 

 

Angie Woolsey   Sec/Treasurer 

Mob: 07585504199 



SEPTEMBER CALENDAR                                      8. 

Reedham Charity: Norfolk Wildlife Trust  
Weekly  

Tuesdays 9.30am Ecumenical Morning Prayer – Acle Methodist Church (except 29th.) 

              1.30pm Reedham Over Fifties Club – Reedham Village Hall 

Note: Roman Catholic Mass is no longer celebrated at Acle Church. 

 

Tuesday 1st 7.00pm  Reedham Belles – Reedham Village Hall 
 

Wednesday 2nd  7.30pm  Wednesday Night Out – Freethorpe Village Hall 

 
Saturday 5th  9am to Noon  Village Market – Acle Church Hall 

  2.00pm  Cantley Flower Show – Cantley Village Hall 

 
SUNDAY 6th 14th after Trinity    

9.30am  Morning Prayer - Halvergate  

9.30am  Holy Communion - Wickhampton 
11.00am Morning Worship  - Acle 

11.00am Holy Communion – Reedham 

6.00pm  Service of Healing – St Helen’s, Ranworth 
 

2.30pm  Reedham Village Show – Reedham Village Hall 

 
Monday 7th Mobile Library Day – Beighton, Limpenhoe & Cantley 

 

Thursday 10th  7.30pm  Acle Evening W.I. – Acle Church Hall 
  

SUNDAY 13th  15th after Trinity 

8.00am  Holy Communion – Acle 
10.30am Harvest Holy Communion - Beighton  

 

Monday 14th   Mobile Library Day – Halvergate, Reedham & Freethorpe  

 
Wednesday 16th   OUTLOOK COPY DATE  

 7.30pm  Cantley W.I. – Cantley Village Hall 

 7.30pm  Ladies’ Christian Link – Freethorpe Methodist Church 
 

SUNDAY 20th  16th after Trinity 

9.30am  Holy Communion – Halvergate 
11.00am Holy Communion – Acle 

11.00am Harvest Festival – Reedham  

 



Saturday 26th   10.30am to 12.30pm  Drop-In Café – Beighton Church   9. 

2.30pm  ‘Stuff & Folly’ – Acle Church Hall 
  5.00pm  Reedham Harvest Dinner and Dancing  

                                                                         – Reedham Church  
 

SUNDAY 27th  17th after Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion – Acle 

9.30am  Matins – Halvergate 

10.30am Morning Prayer - Beighton 
11.00am Harvest Holy Communion – Freethorpe   

 

Tuesday 29th   10.30am  Monthly Service at Swallowtail Place, Acle 

   2.30pm  ‘The Life in the Comma’ – Acle Methodist Church   
   

Looking forward into OCTOBER:- 

SUNDAY 4th   18th after Trinity   
9.30am  Morning Prayer - Halvergate  

9.30am  Harvest Holy Communion - Wickhampton 

11.00am Holy Baptism - Acle 
11.00am Morning Prayer – Reedham 
     
Reedham Belles (W.I.) 

We enjoyed an interesting talk by Debbie Bradley on local suffragists and suffragettes at 

our August meeting, and our sales and competition tables were very busy. The 

suffragette theme was enthusiastically taken up by our members, and we had flowers, a 

doll, a dress and many purple items on show, all following the suffragette colours. In early 

August several members were recruited to assist with the less technical aspects of hat 

making for the annual competition, which proved to be a very creative and entertaining 

afternoon. 

September will be a busy month with walks, a trip to Ely, a meal at the Quayside Plaza 

and the usual book, choir and film events. The treasure hunt, postponed twice due to 

our remarkable sunny weather will take place in Norwich too. This is the month we 

celebrate our birthday so we are looking forward to a bring-and-share spread followed 

by instruction in Bollywood dancing! 

In October we meet on Tuesday 6th, when our speaker will be Andrew Sankey, talking to 

us about sayings and superstitions. Do join us, 7pm for 7.30pm at Reedham Village Hall. 

Marion Small reedhamwi@gmail.com 

Wednesday Night Out  
All are welcome to join the members of WNO on Wednesday September 2nd at 

7.30pm in Freethorpe Village Hall for their Annual General Meeting followed by "Nibbles 

and Natter" when we will be sharing Holiday Memories. 

Members£2 Guests £3 including refreshments. 

mailto:reedhamwi@gmail.com


Tunstall Lammas Service:                                                                  10. 
The service was well attended and many enjoyed catching up and staying for 

refreshments afterwards in the ruined nave. Trustees would like to thank all who have 

contributed so generously towards the annual insurance which helps to keep this church 

open for any walkers and those in need of a place for quiet contemplation in these busy 

times. 

Sally More 

 

Cantley Flower Show (Not just flowers!) 
 

Saturday 5th September at 2pm in Cantley Village Hall. Prize Raffle, Refreshments, 

Tombola and of course Fruit and Veg, Flowers and Cooking, Handicraft and Children, 

Flower arranging and Photography. There is still time to enter. Please come and support 

us. Web site cantley.org/flowershow or Robert on 07930 951505. 
 

Wednesday Night Out  
All are welcome to join the members of WNO on Wednesday September 2nd at 

7.30pm in Freethorpe Village Hall for their Annual General Meeting followed by "Nibbles 

and Natter" when we will be sharing Holiday Memories  

Members£2 Guests £3 including refreshments  

 

Cantley & District W.I. 
Our next meeting will take place on Wednesday September 16th at 7.30 pm in Cantley 

Village Hall.  Chris Davis will be entertaining us with his Personal Travelogue about his 

journeys through Africa. 

We will also be manning a bottle stall on the 12th of September at the sugar beet factory 

Fun Day.  Hope to see you there! 

 



Reedham Ringers                                                                                11. 
It has been a bit hot up the tower these past few weeks and we have been starting 

practice a little later most Monday afternoons to accommodate the weather conditions. 

Ringing does not require great physical strength, but it is an active hobby which 

necessitates stretching to one’s full stretch repeatedly and every second or so.  The 

benefit of this is that it provides an upper body and core workout and is helpful for many 

back problems. A recent evensong service of thanksgiving for bell ringers which was held 

at St Helen’s, Ranworth on August 9th was testament to the health benefits of ringing – 

physical as well as social.  Many of the congregation were in their 70s and 80s having 

been active ringers for 50 plus years. 

If you are looking for a hobby that serves the church and also keeps the bingo wings at 

bay, then perhaps ringing might be something worth exploring. You will find us at St John 

Baptist church on Monday afternoons 4-5.30pm.  Follow the sound of the bells! 

 

Mary Jones 

 

Acle & District Royal British Legion 
We were delighted to have Wally Webb join us in August talking about his life and 

career in radio broadcasting. Is he the real Alan Partridge? 

Our next branch meeting will be on Wednesday 2 September in the Bure Room, Acle 
Recreation Centre starting at 7.15pm. Everyone welcome. 

The fundraising for the Poppy Appeal begins in October, with the Annual Prize Bingo & 

Grand Raffle taking place on Saturday 

10 October in the Main Hall of Acle 

Recreation Centre. £10 for 10 games. 

All proceeds to Acle & District Poppy 

Appeal 2026. This is a popular event & 

to avoid disappointment, you can book 

a table in advance, by calling Jayne Smith 

on 07584 825749 

 

With kind regards 

Jayne Smith 

Branch Secretary. Acle & District RBL 

Acle & District RBL Poppy Appeal 

Organiser 

07584 825749 

 

Acle Parish Hall Booking Clerk 
As you will see in the Contacts List 

inside the front cover, we now have a 

Hall Booking clerk -  Jackie Clover.  

Her email address is 

jackie.clover13@gmail.com  and 

phone:  07708 055679 

 

mailto:jackie.clover13@gmail.com


Acle & District Evening W.I.                                                              12. 
August is traditionally the month when members take a little break from the business 

side of all things WI, but we never miss a month in our WI year if we can help it. January 

was one of those months when the weather intervened, but the searing summer heat 

certainly didn’t stop us! 
 

Our garden party went ahead, and what a lovely occasion it was. The committee served 

afternoon tea in a box, there was plenty of tea being poured, and it was wonderful to 

have the opportunity to relax together, enjoy each other’s company and celebrate the 

friendships that are such an important part of our WI. 
 

When we resume on 10th September, we look forward to welcoming our guest speaker 

Sue Sursham, who will be talking about her travels on the Trans-Siberian Express. It 

promises to be a fascinating evening and we look forward to hearing about her 

experiences. 
 

Looking ahead to Thursday 5th November, we are hosting a Craft Day with lunch, and 

non-members are very welcome to join us. There will be two sessions, morning and 

afternoon, with a wonderful choice of crafts to try, including knitting a Christmas 

pudding cover for a chocolate orange, book folding, Iris Folding Christmas cards, 

crochet, macramé, origami, painting a tote bag and making a Christmas wreath ring. 

If you would like to join us for what promises to be a fun and creative day, please get in 
touch via email, please contact annegilliangood@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Acle Evening WI meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7 

for 7.30pm in the Church Rooms, Norwich Road, Acle. 

New members are always welcome, please contact Frances Mobbs, President 

on 07780681865 

 

mailto:annegilliangood@yahoo.co.uk


WICKHAMPTON NEWS                                                                13. 

SATURDAY 1st AUGUST 2026: 7pm AT WICKHAMPTON 

CHURCH 
“THE HAZARDS OF THE JOURNEY”. 
A talk by medieval historian Imogen Corrigan. 

 

A big “thank you” to all the folk who drove, cycled or trudged to St Andrew’s for 

another of Imogen’s entertaining and informative talks!  We were 27 in number and, as 

usual, learned so many snippets of interesting information, including the origin of the 

word “canter” - some medieval pilgrims travelled on horseback, and the word comes 

from “Canterbury”, which was a very significant pilgrimage destination. 

Thanks to Graham Allcock for providing his excellent sound system and to all who 

helped on the night.  Your support raised £230 for church funds. 

 

Our 8th Teddy Bear Parachute & Zip-line Day: Sunday 16 August 2026 
Another successful, fun-filled day at Wickhampton church. Thanks as always to Sue 

Burman for organising everything; to everyone who kindly donated raffle and 

tombola prizes; to the many helpers on the day, with special mention for David and 

Callum atop the tower. Thankfully, we had just one casualty on the day: “Woody’s” 

parachute was caught by the wind and he drifted off course, landing on the church 

roof beyond the reach of our Rescue Squad …. but he was discovered safe and 

sound on the ground on Monday morning – “Buzz” must have flown to his rescue! 

A big “thank you” to everyone who joined us on the day, helping us raise £1200. 

The Friends of Wickhampton Church. 

 

Acle Parish Hall Booking Clerk 
As you will see in the Contacts List inside the front cover, we now have a Hall 

Booking clerk -  Jackie Clover.  Her email address is jackie.clover13@gmail.com  and 

phone:  07708 055679 

mailto:jackie.clover13@gmail.com
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Our last chance.                                                                                   15. 
Several people have commented that I had ‘good weather’ for my sabbatical. Given my 

concern for the environment and its inhabitants, I just can’t call July’s successive heat 

waves, with almost zero rain, ‘good weather’. 
 

I recently attended a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing organised by 

Hemblington Church: a 50-minute film presented by Chris Packham, giving a condensed 

version of the National Emergency Briefing held in Westminster last November. In it, 

scientists and other leaders in their field (including professors from UCL, Oxford, and 
other mainstream Universities and a former British Army Lt General) express their 

realistic fears of the possible, even probable effects of climate breakdown on British and 

human society, in an attempt to trigger a meaningful national response 

(www.nebriefing.org/expert-briefings). 
 

There is a campaign to get the film shown on network TV: something politicians appear 

to be resisting – perhaps because accepting even a proportion of its contents would 

shatter the illusion that they have circumstances under control, and severely question 

the relevance of much of what they are concentrating on (the phrase deckchairs on 

the Titanic comes to mind). Some of the content was familiar to me; other elements 

were new. 

Three things in particular stayed with me: 

• human society has developed during an era when the climate has been remarkably 

stable; human activity since the industrial revolution means that we are now leaving that 

and entering unchartered territory for our species. 

 

• we might be tempted to think that getting a couple of degrees warmer would be a 

pleasant outcome in the British Isles; but, apart from the certainty that we would be 

impacted by catastrophic changes elsewhere, there is a realistic possibility that disruption 

of ocean currents could turn the climate here inhospitably cold, with severe effects on 

food production, for example. 

 

• that despite the deeply disturbing predictions, there is still hope: it is still possible to 

avoid the worst, if there is the political will to do so – hence the campaign. 
 

Bishop Graham has said: 

“We are the first generation to see the effects of climate change and the last that can do 

anything about it. The People’s Emergency Briefing is a wake-up call for all of us.” 

There were a few others from Acle and maybe elsewhere in the benefice at the 

screening: it would be great to give it wider local coverage. Please get in touch if you are 

interested in helping to stage a local screening. 

Martin Greenland 
 

Apologies for missing out the advert for the Horse Racing and Barbecue at 

Limpenhoe for Saturday 22nd August – Barbecue from 5pm, ‘Racing’ from 6pm. 
 

NOTE – The email address on the Harvest Dinner advert on the printed copies of 

the back page is wrong!  Should be kncowen@gmail.com.  You’d think I could get my 

own email right!                                                                                                KC 

http://www.nebriefing.org/expert-briefings
mailto:kncowen@gmail.com


 


