Halvergate
18th October 2026
Harvest Thanksgiving

Collect 
Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth 
in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need 
and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

1 Corinthians 10:23-33
23 ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things build up. 24 Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience, 26 for ‘the earth and its fullness are the Lord’s.’ 27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, ‘This has been offered in sacrifice’, then do not eat it, out of consideration for the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— 29 I mean the other’s conscience, not your own. For why should my liberty be subject to the judgement of someone else’s conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness, why should I be denounced because of that for which I give thanks?

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. 32 Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they may be saved. 
Psalm 67
1
God be gracious to us and bless us*
and make his face to shine upon us,
2
That your way may be known upon earth, *
your saving power among all nations.

3
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
4
O let the nations rejoice and be glad, *
for you will judge the peoples righteously
 
and govern the nations upon earth.

5
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
6
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, *
and God, our own God, will bless us.

7
God will bless us, *
and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
Luke 12.16-21

Jesus told the people a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’

Post Communion
Lord of the harvest, 
with joy we have offered thanksgiving 
for your love in creation 
and have shared in 
the bread and the wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us 
a reverence for all that you give us 
and make us generous and wise stewards 
of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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